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during the Pandemic in New Brunswick
Not wasting any time, Sackville United Church was quick to offer online
worship at the beginning of the pandemic. This led to the building of
liturgical kits for the season of creation in the fall as a means to better
engage with families. Kits included a candle, underlay, cards from
the Creation Story along with parent pages offering wondering questions
and a few optional spiritual practices. The adaption of a local candle
lighting practice allowed families to take turns leading via recordings from
their homes for online Sunday worship. As Godly Play (GP) trainer
Anne Pirie observes: “both the families and the congregation were keen
about the practices from the GP Circle as they connected
us intergenerationally through the liturgy.”
During Advent, a zoom session focused on family traditions for ‘getting
ready.’ According to Anne, “One leader noted that the children are more
engaged when there are specific activities offered [alongside] online
conversation.” In response, our clergy, Rev Lloyd Bruce, read Christmas
books during zoom meetings. This Lent, Lloyd, offered regular online
wondering sessions with families around symbols and stories on the
Lenten journey. This is in addition to Lenten/Easter kits prepared for some
families- see
picture. After Easter,
“Sunday School leaders
plan an online feast with
children using
GP practices and
creative ideas for
prayers of gratitude,”
says Anne.
Anne took the Stories
of God at
Home webinar offered
through the GP

Foundation, which has helped generate ideas for the community while
allowing adaptation to local customs, liturgical themes, and Zoom fatigue.
Anne says: “I think when the liturgical kits are offered they are more
meaningful when the stories/practices are connected within the liturgy.”
Anticipating the transition back to in-person gatherings, Anne suggests: “As
a way of re-engaging in our circles when it is safe, we will include the feast
bowls from our Sunday School in our liturgical bags, along with a candle and
feast food for the online Zoom feast with children/families. Godly Play
Storyteller, Andrea Beverley, will then invite children to bring the bowls
with them for a feast when we gather again and sit in the circle in person.
This is a small, concrete gesture of community, recalling that in GP it is best
not to leave out the feast.”
Good News Deeds from
Sackville United.

Godly Play North American Conference: The Great
Family Reunion: JUNE 17-19, 2021 ON LINE
GATHERING!
If you have ever wondered what the North American Conference was all about, NOW is YOUR
chance to attend from the comfort of your own home or office!
It was a difficult decision according to Amy Crawford, but it seems like the option that is safest for
presenters and participants was to move the North American Conference online.
Although some will be disappointed that they may not see each other in person, many Godly Players
who were not previously able to travel or take time away from home and work, may now have
opportunity to join the circle with others from around the world for fellowship, encouragement,
worship, wonder, play, and learning.
Registration includes access to recordings of the keynote addresses, workshop presentations,
storytelling sessions, worship, affinity group discussions, and reunions.

Conference Webpage and Registration ($75 USD/ $50 USD for Students)
is found at:
https//whova.com/web/gpnac_202106/
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I wonder what you’ve wondered about this past
year?
By Ruth Lumax, on behalf of the Godly Players at First United Church, Wetaskiwin, Alberta
and part of the Training team for the first ever on-line Core in Canada!
We did a lot of wondering about how to connect with our children and families, how to continue to
nurture our adults who love GP and to find a sustainable balance of relationships, time and available
funds.
I’ll start with what we tried that didn’t work and what we learned. When we closed the GP room in
March of 2020, and postponed our Messy Church gatherings, we hoped it was only for a few months.
We put together kits of story and art materials for Easter
and Spring and posted or delivered them to families. What
we missed out at that time was trying to get a regular
Zoom connection. Despite attempts to offer Zoom vespers
and a Zoom/in person combination of Vacation Bible
Camp later in the year, our families were either
overwhelmed with screen time or finding it too challenging
to commit to regular Zoom connections.
Our on-line Vacation Bible Camp had some in person and
one on-line family. Those who participated had a lot of
fun. We pre-delivered all the art material, did some Zoom
training, had multiple cameras in the GP room and a large
screen TV for viewing and sound. This format worked well
for the singing, stories, wondering, response and feast.
However any specific craft time required a lot of adult
presence with younger children. And as many of us
discovered, attention span is not always as long or
focussed on-line.
We have recorded a modified GP session and post it
each week, and it has between 50 and 170 views. Our
volunteer lay leadership has found it more challenging to
tell a story on camera, than in person, so our ministry
person has been telling the stories each week, which means they couldn’t be offered at the same
time as worship. Although we did tell a few stories during worship. We all really miss the dynamics of
children in the circle for our wondering and gathering!
Beautifully crafted story kits and art
materials for Easter.

What has worked is providing a quarterly kit of art and story materials, along with the weekly GP
video sessions. We have also continued with our three times a year Story Circle gatherings which are
offered as support to leaders and adults who enjoy GP. In the past, these circles have been limited to
those within driving distance of our community. With the shift to on-line, we were able to include
people from a greater distance, removing winter driving challenges and shortening the time
commitment. We have hosted two combined in person and on-line sessions, and one completely online session with 5 - 10 people involved. Our story work has been side by sides this year along with
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some of the values of GP. We include a picture of the Spiral
story and Faces of Easter from Lent 2020.
Both British Columbia and Alberta had started Core trainings in
2020 when in person gatherings had to stop. After some
discussion with GP Canada, and a lot of planning, coaching and
rehearsals, we moved the remaining two days of training for
Alberta on-line and were joined on Day 3 by the British Columbia
folks.
Eighteen participants and three trainers spent two full days of
GP with a mixture of pre-recorded stories and live wondering
and discussion in plenary and small group time on Zoom.
Feedback has been very positive from this event. The learning,
both around technology and process, was rich. We look forward
to ways this format of training might be offered to people and/or
communities at a distance.
I wonder what we will wonder about this year? And with whom?

Gloom, Zoom, and Blessings of GP in the military
By Major The Rev Judson Bridgewater, Senior Chaplain, Canadian Armed Forces.
As the world adapts to COVID-19 protocols, so too has Godly Play (GP) in the military setting!
Since opening up the non-denominational St. George’s Chapel, Petawawa, Ontario after the first
lockdown ended in June 2020, only 2 or 3 families with young children were regularly coming back to
in-person services that offered nothing specific for children or youth faith formation. This seemed a
far cry from 2017 when we regularly hosted 31-33 children each Sunday with a more ‘traditional
Sunday School’ program. GP had only been introduced in 2019 but since the pandemic, the chapel
seemed hesitant to offer any regular faith formation beyond a week of on-line summer VBS. It
seemed our robust Sunday faith formation and fledgling Godly
Play circles were at risk! Something had to be done to
encourage families with children to re-engage with the chapel
community!
Inspired by the on-line Zoom circles of Islington United
Church, Toronto and a GP Foundation’s Webinar, the
chapel introduced weekly Zoom activities based on the GP
Stories of God at Home in January 2021- while in a second
lockdown. Prior to joining, each family received their own
inexpensive story package. While on Zoom, we put materials
together in our respective homes. Then we told the story of
Creation one week and the Parable of the Good Shepherd
another week. The storyteller from their home and the children
from their own homes would tell the stories
simultaneously. We would ‘wonder about the story’ and then
A child of military member at home,
putting together their Parable of the
Good Shepherd.

4

the children had time to respond to the story using whatever materials they had on hand.
Since mid-February, our chapel has allowed in-person worship so we now offer simultaneous
participation in the activity at home using Zoom OR in-person participation at the chapel- where
COVID protocols are followed. Families have the choice to what option they wish to participate with
each week. Families appreciate the flexibility of having both an on-line at home or in-person chapel
option during this time of unpredictability. The circle of children are now telling an adaption of the
Faces of Easter.
Since starting the on-line Zoom portion, we have had 4 new families regularly participating at home
who had little to no involvement with the chapel - they are now exploring the good news of Jesus in a
non-threatening environment. 8 to 13 families now participate each week either in-person or on line
with an average participation of 26 children, youth, and parents.
It is evident that families with young children may be more likely to participate when there is a regular
activity, ritual, and structure. That is why the chapel will continue after Easter Sunday until Pentecost
with Jesus: In A New Way… this time joined with on-line participants from a local civilian parish.
It should be noted that during this uncertain year, stories of the Great Family, Mystery of Pentecost,
Advent, and Job have also
found audiences with
young, resilient, elite
soldiers during a weekly
Unit Fellowship & Bible
Study which start at
0630… an ungodly time do
anything except maybe GP
or physical training! In this
setting, GP occasionally
augments the expository
style Bible Study, focusing
on Romans, Acts, Job,
and Mark. Since the
Troops waiting to for other to join in-person or
pandemic we have offered this bible study both
by Zoom for the Unit Bible Study and the GP
in-person, virtually
Story of Advent.
or a mix- depending on
restrictions.
Participants appreciate the wondering associated with GP, allowing for a different perspective in
which to consider their relationship with God, each other, and the story. As one participant exclaimed
when they see the materials a third time, “Yes! Its story time… where’s the sand?”
I guess once you’ve been to the real desert, you can really appreciate seeing Abraham and Sarah
trudging through the desert box!
It is my belief, that GP has the potential to assist soldiers as they answer the existential questions of
life and death, war and peace, identity, vocation and purpose during times of pandemic and postpandemic. I also wonder whether it may be a blessing to soldiers suffering from Moral Injury and
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Finally, I wonder how GP may be a blessing to YOUR community
and YOU throughout this season of uncertainty?
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Board Update: A welcome from Karen Eade- our New
Executive Director!
I am delighted to be in electronic communication with you and our
community, and am eagerly and not so patiently waiting until we
will gather together in new and old ways. I am writing from the
quiet of my apartment, on another pandemic day, and am hopeful
as I think of each of you finding time and space to wonder in your
own pandemic days. I started my Godly Play journey in 2010 with
core training and getting to bring Godly Play into worship with
adults. Since then, I have continued to find Godly Play shaping
and holding my ministry in rural and urban congregations, with
adults, youth, and children.
Most recently, I have started as a Pastoral Care minister in
Burlington, Ontario and look forward to experiencing Godly Play
guide and fill my ministry in new ways. In my work as a
psychotherapist, the depth and wonder of the Godly Play way
helps me to ready children for the work they will need to do.
Throughout the pandemic, I have felt a part of this Godly Play community as we hold space and wait
in these pandemic days. May you find peace and wonder, knowing that you too are a part of a circle
from coast to coast to coast.
All good things,
Karen
Godly Players are welcome to reach out to Karen, board members, or trainers to seek advice,
encouragement or offer suggestions on how Godly Play in Canada may be nurtured during
this extraordinary and uncertain time of challenge and opportunity.

A Tribute to Geoff Peddle
The Godly Play world has lost a true champion and beloved friend. The Rt. Rev.
Dr. Geoffrey Curtis Ralph Peddle, Bishop of Eastern Newfoundland and
Labrador died suddenly yesterday, October 8, 2020. Bishop Peddle served on
the board of Godly Play Canada, and it was his vision and passion that brought
Godly Play to Newfoundland.
It was also because of Geoff's enthusiasm and support, that the 2019 Godly
Play North American Conference was held in St. John's, NL. He had a great and
caring heart for children, and sense of justice for all. We will miss our dear
friend, and offer sincere condolences to Kathy, his wife and a Godly Play trainer,
as well as his whole family. May he rest in peace, and rise in glory.
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Where in the World is Godly Play Canada?
2021 Communication Campaign and Request for Information!
You may have recently received an email as the GP Canada Board attempts to create a list
of active Canadian GP storytellers as well as a list of Canadian faith communities,
churches, groups that regularly use GP.
The goals of these lists will achieve the following:
a) to have some sense of who and where GP is being practiced in Canada and be able to point
individuals who are curious of GP to people and places where they may experience GP;
b) promote and build a sense of community, and two-way communication where sharing and
encouragement may occur, especially in these strange days when many of us are isolated; and
c) a means of offering you our national GP newsletter, soliciting newsletter article submissions, and
promulgating info on in-person and virtual conferences, gatherings, training opportunities.
As noted in the email, regular and active GP storytelling has been 'challenging' during this season of
COVID, which is why we hope these listings will be as inclusive as possible with the understanding
that most of us are not telling stories as regularly as we wish this year.
If you have not received an email or have not yet responded, would you PLEASE respond to
the following brief questions BEFORE 23 APRIL 2021 sending them to
judsonbridgewater99@hotmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1.Prior to March 2020, would YOU consider yourself an ACTIVE GP STORYTELLER and do wish to have your name and location recorded on
the active GP Canada storyteller LIST?
YES
NO

2.Whether or not you identify as an active GP storyteller, do YOU wish to receive FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE via email from GP Canada
including the national GP newsletter - The Circle, info regarding in-person and virtual conferences, gatherings, faith formation initiatives, and
training opportunities. The GP Canada board will not share your info with other individuals, organizations, or businesses.
YES

NO

If yes, please provide the email you prefer to receive future correspondence:
3. Prior to March 2020, did YOU belong to a Canadian FAITH COMMUNITY, CHURCH, or GROUP that regularly told GP stories? In answering
this question, please consider whether your faith community, church, or group cares to be identified to visitors and the curious who may be
searching for a community where GP is practiced with some regularity.
YES

NO

If yes, please provide the name, location (town and province), and consider identifying a website that we may refer people to:
4.During this season of COVID (March 2020 to now) does your Canadian faith community, church, or group provide or experiment with ANY
form of Godly Play storytelling and practice such as: in-person Godly Play following COVID protocols, Zoom-based Godly Play Circles, prerecorded GP videos featuring local storytellers, virtual GP training/ chat groups, or use of home-based GP stories and materials like "Stores of
God at Home" and DIY kits. Would you please provide some details as to what you have tried?
YES

NO

5.Would you please consider sharing the name and location of this faith community, if different from question #3.
6.Is there any other GP initiatives, experiments, stories (including disappointments and successes) you would like to share that could
be used to inspire our upcoming GP newsletters, FB posts, or national websites?
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Stay tuned for upcoming Training Opportunities!
Canadian trainers are exploring ways and means of offering Core Training and other enrichment
activities virtually in the coming months. Check out the GP Canada Facebook Page, GP Canada
Website for details.
Also check out the Godly Play Foundation website for current webinars/on-line training open to
Canadians at: https://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/godly-play-training/us-training-schedule/

A little angel that founds its way into the
Advent packages at Sackville United.
Photo from Shawn Redden, GP Trainer.

The Mystery of Easter that
was included in the Lenten/
Easter Packs of Sackville
United.
Photo from Shawn Redden,
GP Trainer.
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